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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, August 6, 2021, at 12 p.m.

The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable BEN
RAY LUJAN, a Senator from the State
of New Mexico.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, in these challenging
days, our hearts are steadfast toward
You. Empower our lawmakers to grasp
Your firm hand, depending on You to
lead them through the darkness to the
light.

Lord, lead them safely to the fortress
of Your choosing, for You desire to give
them a future and a hope. Provide our
Senators with the power to do Your
will as they more fully realize that
they are servants of Heaven and stew-
ards of Your gifts. May they make in-
tegrity the litmus test by which they
evaluate each action as You keep them
from deviating from Your chosen path.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication

Senate

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2021

to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior legislative clerk read the
following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, August 4, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable BEN RAY LUJAN, a
Senator from the State of New Mexico, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. LUJAN thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

INVESTING IN A NEW VISION FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION IN
AMERICA ACT

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 3684, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3684) to authorize funds for
Federal-aid highways, highway safety pro-
grams, and transit programs, and for other
purposes.

Pending:

Schumer (for Sinema) amendment No. 2137,
in the nature of a substitute.

Carper-Capito amendment No. 2131 (to
amendment No. 2137), to strike a definition.

Carper (for Johnson) amendment No. 2245
(to amendment No. 2137), to prohibit the can-
cellation of contracts for physical barriers
and other border security measures for
which funds already have been obligated and
for which penalties will be incurred in the
case of such cancellation and prohibiting the
use of funds for payment of such penalties.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that following Sen-
ator KELLY’s maiden speech, that Sen-
ators JOHNSON, PETERS, and CARPER be
permitted to speak for up to 5 minutes
each prior to the start of the vote.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

H.R. 3684

Mr. President, for information of the
Senators, the vote scheduled at 12:15
will likely begin closer to 12:30 p.m.

As you have seen, as America has
seen, the Senate is moving full steam
ahead on the bipartisan infrastructure
bill. Since the legislative text of the
bill was finalized, the Senate has con-
sidered eight amendments. Five
amendments were led by Senators from
the Republican minority, and seven
amendments have received rollcall
votes. One amendment offered by the
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